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sCE    ON    THEIR  WAY  TO   THE   FRONT. 


FOREWORD. 

The  All-Red  Mail  has  been  some  time  in  abeyance, 
but  as  our  young  friends  want  to  have  their  own  news  of 
the  War  and  also  to  linow  how  to  help  effectually,  this 
section  of  the  Federal  Magazine  is  again  revived. 

This  number  of  the  All-Red  Mail  sums  up  the  history 
of  the  first  year  of  the  War,  and  gives  practical  suggestions 
fur  helping  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  especially  those  who 
have  been  wounded.  We  are  living  in  great  times  and  we 
want  to  know  about  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  own 
men  of  the  Canadians  at  Ypres.  the  Indians,  the  Aus- 
trahans  at  the  Dardanelles,  of  Botha  and  the  South  Africans, 
and  to  learn  how  we,  too,  may  play  our  part  in  the  making  of 
to-day's  great  history. 

fA//  rights  reserved.) 


By  courtesy  of  the  War  Office  we  are  able  to  reproduce 
the  typesjof  English  and  German  aircraft.  We  give  also 
pictures  dealing  more  directly  with  the  work  of  the 
League. 

Month  by  month  we  shaU  give  special  war  news,  also 
accounts  of"  the  different  means  of  fighting  which  have  been 
employed,  such  as  aeroplanes,  trench  fighting,  submarines, 
&c.,  and  always  there  will  be  tales  of  courage,  accounts  of 
work  done  by  members,  and,  of  course,  pictures,  whether 
of  places,  deeds  of  courage,  or  of  our  helpers. 

The  All-Red  Mail  will  be  published  each  month,  both 
in  conjunction  with  the  Federal  Magazine  and  also 
separately,  price  id.  Special  Numbers,  like  the  present  one, 
will  appear  at  intervals. 
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THE  STORY  OF  THE  GREAT  WAR. 

A  SUMMARY.-PART  I. 
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Types  of  the  Canadian  Force. 

War  Declarations. 

. — Austria  against  Serbia. 
. — Germany  against  Russia. 
.-  -Germany  at  war  with  Belgium. 
. — Germany  against  France. 

-G  eat  Britain  against  Germany. 

-France  against  Austria. 

-Great  Britain  against  Austria. 

-Japan  against  Germany. 

-Great  Britain  against  Turkey. 

-Italy  against  Austria. 
-Italy  against  Turkey. 
-Bulgaria  at  war  with  the  .\llies. 


THE  GREAT  WAR. 

The  Great  War  has  strikingly  revealed  the  unity  of  the 
British  Empire.  So  full  an  accord  at  home  and  throughout 
tiie  world  was  certainly  unexpected  by  the  enemy,  and 
possibly  was  even  something  of  a  surprise  to  Britons  them- 
selves. Since  war  was  declared  (August  4,  1914)  offers  of 
help  have  continuously  flowed  in  from  the  Dominions,  India 
and  the  Colonies,  men,  money,  gifts  having  been  lavishly 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  Empire  in  its  need. 


ENGLAND  DECLARES  WAR   AGAINST  GERMANY. 

he  (ireat  European  War  began  (it  will  be  recalled)  \viie:i 
.\ustria-Hungary,  backed  up  by  Ger- 
many, declared  war  on  Serbia,  July  2iS, 
I<>I4.  Russia,  the  kinsman  of  Serbia, 
supported  by  her  friend  and  Ally. 
France,  at  once  took  up  her  cause. 
Germany,  hoping  to  defeat  Franc 
([uickly,  before  throwing  her  whole 
strength  against  Russia,  planned  a  short 
cut  to  Paris  through  Belgian  territory. 
But  Great  P>ritain,  who  had  pro- 
mised, as  France  and  Gennany  also 
had  i^romised,  to  preserve  the  integrity 
of  Belgium,  refused  to  be  a  party  to 
this    act.     When,   therefore,    the   first 


German  soldiers  (nisscd  her  frontier,  England  declared 
war  on  Germany  (.\ugust  4,  1<>I4).  Within  a  fortnight 
i(k),o(0  British  trofi|»s  had  crossed  the  Channel  to  support 
the  Belgians  in  tluir  fine  fight  for  freedom. 

THE    ALLIES   (the  Britiik  Empire,  France,  Rusiia,   Italy, 
Serbia,  Japan). 

In  this  War  the  I'.ritish  I{mpire  has  at  her  command  the 
most  powerful  fleet  in  the  world,  and  an  army  that  now 
numbers  nearly  three  million  men.  To  the  help  of  the 
Motherland  have  come  detachments  from  Canada,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  India,  and  from  all  the  British  possessions 
;md  colonies.  The  P.ritish  War  Minister  is  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  E.xpeditionary  I-'orce 
in  France  I"ield-Mar>hal  Sir  John  French.  The  Fleet  is 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Jellicoe. 

The  two  principal  .\llies  of  the  British  Empire  are  France 
and  Russia.  The  full  fighting  strength  of  the  French  Army 
probably  now  numbers  over  4,000,000  men.  The  army 
has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency  by  General 
Joffre,  whose  brilliant  strategy  has  on  several  occa- 
sions thwarted  the  enemy's  plans.  The 
F'rench  troops  are  mainly  defending 
their  own  long  frontier,  although  a 
small  expeditionary  force  is  operating 
in  Serbia  and  the  Dardanelles.  The 
I'rench  Navy  is  employed  chiefly  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

The  material  for  the  Russian  Army 
is  practically  hmitless.  On  .Active 
Service  there  are  perliaps  five  or  six 
million  men.  At  first  the  armies  were 
led  by  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas,  but 
since  September,  1915,  the  Czar  has 
himself  assumed  supreme  command.  '-    -    v. 

The  sad  fate  of   Belgium   is   known 
to  all.     The  country  now  lies  under  the  heel  of  Germany, 
large  numbers  of  her  people  being  refugees  in  Great  Britain 
and  Holland. 

Serbia  and  Belgium  were  the  first  countries  to  be  invaded. 
In  the  early  months  Serbia  repulsed  .Austria,  and  she  is  now 
again  lighting  against  .Vustria  and  also  Bulgaria. 

Before  the  War  Italy  was  a  member  of  the  Trijile  AUiance, 
but  joined  the  .\Uies  when  the  tiuc  nature  of  German  and 
.Vustrian  aims  were  reaUsed.  Thus  far  she  has  broken  the 
.Austrian  line  and  done  wonderful  feats  on  the  high  Alps. 

Of  all  the  Allies,  Japan  is  the  om;  least  concerned  in 
European  affairs.  She  was,  however,  deeply  affected  by 
the  presence  of  Germany  in  her  own  waters.  On  Novem- 
ber 6,  1914,  in  conjunction  with  British  troops,  she  seized 
Tsing-Tau,  the  German  harbour  and  strong  fortress  facing 
her  across  the  Yellow  Sea. 

iMghting  the  \llie>  are  the  great  central  Empires  of 
Germany  and  .\ustria,  with  Turkey  and  Bulgaria.  In 
supreme  control  is  practically  the  Kaiser,  whose  officers  are 
commanding  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  operations.  The  num- 
bers in  the  licld  may,  perhaps,  be  ten  or  eleven  milhonmen. 
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THE  WESTERN  BATTLE  FRONT. 

The  \v<'>tern  battle  line  cxt-Muls  fri>m  Ostcntl.  on  the  North 
Sea,  to  the  borders  of  Switzerland,  a  distance  of  over  4(ki 
miles.  Of  this,  some  60  miles  and  the  Sea  Coxst  are  guarded 
bv  the  British  armies,  whilst  the  Belgians,  under  their 
gallant  King,  still  defend  the  small  '-orner  of  their  own  land 
yet  unconquercd. 

The  stubborn  defence  which  the  Belgians  put  up  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  was  invaluable  to  France  and  England, 
in  that  time  was  gained  to  put  their  armies  in  the  field. 

Town  after  town  in  Helgium  (Liige.  Louvain,  Namur) 
fell  to  the  Germans,  and  the  capture  of  Brussels  seemed  a 
good  omen  for  a  triumphal  entry  into  Paris.  But  at  Mons, 
on  the  road  thither,  the  small  British  army  was  encamped 
under  Sir  John  French.  It  was  in  a  terrible  position,  for 
no  escape  was  possible  should  the  two  forces,  so  unequally 
matched,  come  into  conflict.  Then  began  on  August  24 
(1914)  that  wonderful  retreat,  when  small  bodies  of  soldiers 
kept  back  the  enemy  and  covered  the  retirement  of  the 
main  body,  thus  saving  the  grand  little  army  from  destruc- 
tion. A  fortnight  later  the  march  on  Paris  was  checked 
by  General  Joffre's  line  tactics,  and  French  and  British  drove 
the  enemy  northward  across  the  rivers  Aisne  and  Marne. 

Foiled  in  their  attempt  on  Paris,  the  Germans  utilised 
the  fall  of  Antwerp,  October  9  (1914),  for  a  dash  on  Calais, 
but  the  gallantry  shown,  first  by  French's  "  contemptible 
little  army,"  and  later  in  the  spring  of  1915  by  the  Canadians 
at  Ypres,  checkmated  this  design. 

The  most  important  centres  of  activity  along  this  line 
are  Ypres  (near  which  town  was  won  the  important  battle 
of  Neuve  Chapelle  in  March.  1915),  Arras  and  the  Argonne, 
the  scene  of  the  Crown  Prince's  many  exploits.  Near 
Oitend  the  British  fleet  takes  its  part  in  the  great  bom- 
bardment. Since  the  battles  of  the  Marne  and  Aisne 
trench  lighting  has  kept  the  long  line  fairly  intact  on  both 
sides,  but  during  the  last  days  of  September,  1915,  a  month 
of  severe  bombardment  has  been  followed  by  the  lirst 
import.int  advance  of  tlie  .\llies. 

THE   RUSSIAN    CAMPAIGN. 

During  the  eaily  months  of  the  War  the  Russians  put 
three  great  armies  in  the  field  and  had  a  series  of  victories 
over  the  Germans.  The  most  important  of  these  was  over 
the  mightv  Hindenburg  himself  at  Augustowo  on  the 
borders  of  East  Prussia  on  October  I,  1914.  Southward 
also  the  Austrian  army  proved  itself  unable  to  check  the 
Russian  advance  through  Galicia,  and  in  the  spring  of  1915 
the  Russians  had  gained  many  of  the  Carpathian  Passes 
leading  into  the  rich  plains  of  Hungary.  The  Germans, 
however,  now  rushed  huge  reinforcements  eastwards,  and 
the  Russians,  lacking  sufficient  ammunition,  began  their 
great  retreat.  Towns  which  they  had  captured  a  few  weeks 
earlier  were  once  more  in  the  enemy's  hands,  and  on 
August  4,  1915,  the  great  city  of  Warsaw,  an  important 
railway  and  strategic  cctitre,  was  evacuated. 

The  Russian  armies  under  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas  have 
greatly  distinguished  themselves.  Pressed  along  a  thousand 
mile  lini-    t'lev  \it  e\  .uled  the  German  ilutelie>.  and  sui - 


ccssfullv  carried  out  the  most  extraordinary  retreat  in 
history.  Like  the  British  troops  at  Mons,  bodies  of  their 
men  gallantly  fought  rearguard  actions,  whilst  the  grand 
armies  withdrew  to  re-form  a  still  unbroken  front  from  the 
Black  Sea  to  the  Baltic. 

THE  STRUGGLE  FOR   THE   DARDANELLES. 

It  is  strange  that  in  this  war  England  >lii)uld  be  lighting 
against  the  Turks,  whom  she  has  so  often  befriended. 
Germany,  however,  wanted  a  free  road  through  Turkey  to 
the  East — Egypt,  Persia,  India — and  won  the  Sultan  to  his 
side  with  the  hope,  it  is  said,  of  regaining  lost  territory. 
The  reason  for  forcing  the  Dardanelles  was  to  defeat  this 
object,  and  also  to  get  into  touch  with  Russia  and  provide 
her  with  the  munitions  of  war  which  she  liadiv  needs. 


AN   AUSTRALIAN   SOLDIER    WITH   TWO   YOUNG   TURKS. 

On  February  25.  I()i5,  the  .Allied  Fleets  made  their  first 
attack  on  the  fs'arrows,  and  on  .April  25th  the  British  troojis, 
with  .\ustralians  and  Indians,  landed  in  Gallipoli,  the  French 
supporting  them  on  the  southern  shore.  The  Turks  are  line 
soldiers,  and  their  positions  on  the  heights  seem  practically 
impregnable.  The  Fleet  has  done  its  part  in  bombarding 
the  enemy's  forts  and  blowing  up  the  Turkish  transports. 

SOUTH   AFRICA  AND   THE  WAR. 

So  far  no  contingents  from  South  Africa  have  joined 
their  Canadian  and  .\ustraUan  brothers  in  Europe.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  South  .Africa  has  been  waging  war  for 
the  Empire  at  her  own  gate  against  German  South  West 
.Africa,  which  has  an  area  of  over  322,000  square  miles. 

Difficulties  were  somewhat  increased  by  a  rebellion,  wliich 
was,  however,  quickly  put  down  by  General  Botha,  the  great 
South  .African  Prime  .Minister  and  general.  With  equal 
l>romptness  he  gathered  together  his  army — Boers  and 
British — and  made  remarkable  marches  into  the  enemy's 
country,  where  a  force  uf  over  10,000  men  and  a  large  supply 
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of  artillery  and  ammunition  had  been  collected  during  some 
years  past.  Botha  and  his  chief  lieutenant,  General  Smuts, 
captured  Windhoek,  the  capital  of  the  country,  on  May  12, 
iqi5,  and  compelled  a  general  surrender  on  July  gth. 
Thus  gallantly  has  South  Africa,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
the  Empire,  taken  part  in  the  great  fight. 

Other  German  possessions  in  Africa  are  Togoland,  cap- 
tured by  British  colonial  troops  in  August,  1914,  German 
East  Africa,  where  war  is  still  going  on,  and  the  Cameroons, 
where  the  French  and  British  are  acting  in  concert. 

In  the  story  of  the  war  must  also  be  mentioned  the  suc- 
cessful expedition  to  the  Persian  Gulf. 

THE  WORK   OF  THE   NAVY. 

It  is  not  only  when  the  Navy  goes  into  action,  as  in  the 
victorious  engagement  off  Heligoland  (August,  1914)  and  the 
Falkland  Islands  (December,  1914)  that  her  force  is  felt. 
The  Navy's  chief  service  has  been  that  it  has  cleared  the 
seas  of  the  enemy's  ships  and  safeguarded  not  only  the 
homeland,  but  British  territory  throughout  the  world.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  war  the  British  Fleet  was  ready,  in  full 
commission  in  the  North  Sea.  The  German  Fleet,  instead 
of  giving  battle,  concentrated  in  the  Kiel  Canal,  where  it 
has  been  bottled  up  by  our  Navy  till  this  day. 

Submarines  have  played  a  large  part  in  this  war.  The 
Germans  proclaimed  a  submarine  blockade  of  Great  Britain, 
but  although  they  made  war  on  civihans,  sinking  the 
"  I.usitania  "  and  other  unarmed  passenger  ships,  they 
could  not  effect  their  purpose.  The  Enghsh,  on  their  side, 
declared  a  blockade  of  all  the  enemy's  ports,  which  has  been 
fully  maintained,  both  in  the  North  Sea  and  also  by  means 
of  submarines  in  the  Baltic. 

Thus,  while  the  commerce 7of  the  Empire  continues 
unimpaired,  and  the  transport^of  British  troops  to  the  battle 
areas  from  all  parts^of_,the  globe  is  unrestricted,  Germany's 
foreign  trade  has  been  swept  off  the  seas. 

THE  YEAR'S   GAINS   AND   LOSSES. 

The  greatness  of  the  task  yet  lying  before  tlic  Allies  may 
best  be  reahsed  by  seeing  where  the  enemy 
stands  at  the  end  of  a  year's  fighting. 
Germany  is  now  in  possession  of  nearly  all 
Belgium  and  of  the  North  of  France  as  far 
as  the  Aisne,  also  of  Russian  Poland. 
Except  for  a  small  strip  of  Alsace,  for 
the  outer  defences  of  the  Austro-Italian 
frontier  and  some  few  miles  in  the  Galh- 
poli  Peninsula,  the  Alhes  hold  none  of  the 
enemy's  European  territories. 

On  the  other  hand,  Germany  has  lost 
nearly  all  her  colonies,  and  the  British 
Navv  has  cleared  the  seas  of  her  shipping. 
The  Central  Powers  are  thus  mainly  depen- 
dent on  home  productions.  Furthermore, 
Germany  and  Austria  have  been  unable 
to  force  a  decision  with  any  of  the  Allies 
or  to  hamper  their  free  movements, 
whilst  in  men  their  losses  have  been  far 
greater  than  those  of  the  Allies. 


To  the  Empire  this  year  has  been  largely  a  year  of  pre- 
paration. She  has  had  to  create  a  voluntary  army,  whilst 
the  Allies  had  to  organise  their  forces  and  manufacture  the 
vast  quantities  of  ammunition  and  guns  necessary  to  oppose 
the  Germans,  whose  preparations  were  complete. 

The  end  of  the  first  year,  therefore,  sees  Germany  un- 
beaten on  either  front,  east  or  west,  yet  baulked  in  all  her 
aims — Paris,  Calais,  Petrograd.  It  sees  her  now  attempting 
a  new  coup  in  the  Balkans,  where  Bulgaria  joins  her  in 
fighting  Serbia.  Everywhere,  however,  on  land  and  sea, 
Germany  is  held  up  by  the  Allies,  whose  resources  are  but 
just  being  fully  brought  into  play. 

(To  be  continued.) 


HOW  THE  WAR  IS  BEING  CARRIED  ON. 


Zeppelins  and  Aeroplanes. 

The  part  that  is  being  played  by  aircraft  in  this  war  is  so 
important  and  interesting  that  everyone  should  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  chfierent  types  of  •  irships  and  the  special 
kinds  of  work  for  which  each  is  designed. 
Zeppelins  :    What  they  are  and  what  they  do. 

All  who  have  seen  the  Zeppelins  in  England  during  the  war 
must  have  been  amazed  at  their  enormous  size.  None  of  our 
ow  airships  are  nearly  so  large,  for  a  Zeppelin  occupies  about 
the  same  amomit  of  room  as  one  of  our  great  ocean  liners  (see 
page  3).  The  ZeppeHn  derives  its  name  from  the  inventor, 
Count  Zeppelin,  who  it  is  said  has  spent  a  fortime  in  improving 
its  different  parts,  and  has  surmounted  great  difficulties  in 
order  that  this  great  "  ship  of  the  air  "  might  sail  across  the 
Channel  and  attack  English  towns  as  well  as  miUtary  centres. 

At  a  great  distance  in  the  air  the  Zeppehn  looks  exactly  like 
a  large  "silver  cigar.  It  is  really  a  bag  of  silk  or  fabric  of  a 
silvery  coloiu-,  the  iramework  being  made  of  almiunimn,  wluch 
is  the  hghtest  of  all  metals. 

It  is  not  possible,  without  using  a  number  of  technicalities, 
to  explain  exactly  the  principle  of  the  Zeppehn,  but  it  is  briefly 
this  :  The  framework  is  divided  into  many  compartments. 
each  containing  a  gas  bag  wliich,  when  blown  out,  floats  the 
machine  through  the  air,  the  gas  being  lighter  than  the  air 
through  which  it  sails.  The  Zeppehns  move  at  a  great  rate — 
over  sixty  miles  an  hour — and  they  can  go  up  to  the  height 
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Brave  Deeds. 

.Many  storn-s  of  the  gloriou-s  bravery  of  tlie  ainuen 
liavi-  1)  i-n  tiil'l.  There  was  the  fine  feat  of  an  officer 
with  iKithlej,".  broken,  and  in  i:; ten.se  pain,  yet  manag 
in)^  to  brinji  liis  machine  safely  to  the  ba.se  with  the 
re()uire<l  inloriuation,  whilst  at  the  same  time  sup 
jKirtinK  his  pilot  who  was  serioasly  injured. 

The  Kinj;  (lecor<ited  Captain  I«.  G.  Hawker.  Royal 
I'lyinj;  Corps,  with  the  \'.C. 

for  in«>st  con..|)icuous  bravery  and  very  great  ability  <v. 
July  23.  1915.  When  flying  alone,  he  attacked  three  Ocr- 
iiian  aeroplanes  in  succession.  The  first  managed  even- 
tually to  escape,  the  second  was  driven  to  the  ground 
ilamaged,  and  the  third,  which  he  attacked  at  a  height 
111  about  10.000  feet,  was  driven  to  earth  in  our  lines,  the 
pilot  and  ob.server  being  killed.  The  personal  bravery 
shown  by  this  otlicer  was  of  the  very  highest  order." 


NEWS  FROM   OVERSEAS  BRANCHES- 


BACK    FRO.M    THE    FLIGHT. 
THE   PILOT   HURRYING   TO  HAND   IN    HIS   REPORT. 

of  nearly  four  miles.  They  take,  therefore,  but  a  short  time  to 
get  to  ICngland  from  their  base,  whether  in  Germany  or  Bel- 
giiun.  For  destructive  piuTXJscs  they  carry  both  explosive 
and  incendiary  Ixjmbs.  as  well  as  smoke  balls  to  hide  them- 
selves from  the  searchliglits  and  tlie  gminers.  who  are  ever  on 
the  watch  for  them. 

Anti-Aircraft  Attacks. 

You  will  readily  imderstand  how  difficult  it  is  for  our  gims 
to  hit  an  object  three  miles  up  in  the  sky  moving  at  a  tre- 
mendous rate.  The  Zeppelin  has  one  special  advantage  over 
our  aeroplanes  in  tliat  it  can  shoot  straight  up  into  the  clouds, 
whilst  f)ur  aeroplanes,  owing  to  tlieir  construction,  can  only 
ri.-e  into  the  air  in  circles,  a  much  slower  method.  Xever- 
tlieless.  we  have  succeeded  in  destroj-ing  Zepjiehns.  and  one 
airman  has  dashed  one  to  the  groimd  by  bombing  it  from 
alxivc.  This  was  Lieut.  W'ameford.  who  w-on  his  \'.C.  for  tlie 
splendid  feat.  Flying  near  Brus.sels  he  saw  a  Zeppelin  return- 
ing to  the  shed  where  it  was  kept,  and  immediately  flew  over 
it,  anil  after  dropping  several  lx)ml>s  succee<le<l  in  hitting  the 
huge  giis  bag.  The  Ixjmb  tore  a  large  hole,  set  fire  to  the  gas 
and  tluLs  brought  the  Zeppelin  down. 

Acrcpbnes  anu  their  Frlncpal  Functions. 

British  aeroplanes  were  primarily  built  to  act  as  "  scouters  " 
that  is, to  flyover  the  enemy's  trenches  and  reixirt  on  what  he 
W.-LS  doing,  and  to  indicate  to  our  gunners  tlie  positions  of  tlic 
troops  and  gmis.  They  arc  now  s]>ecially  constructed  to  carrj* 
Ixjiiibs  to  be  used  for  military  purix)ses.  The  enemy  have 
similar  aeroplanes,  and  duels  in  the  air  are  frec|uent  and  most 
exciting. 

Types  of  Aeroplane 

.\eroplanes  are  of  two  kintls.  monopiane  ajid  bi-planc.  the 
monoplane  having  only  one  pair  of  wooden  vrings  withwliichto 
lilt  it  into  the  air.  whilst  the  bi-plane  Iuls  a  double  pair.  5H3me 
of  the  aeroplanes  lieing  u.se<l  at  the  front  have  wireless  tele- 
graphy apparatiLs  for  signalling  to  the  gimners.  whilst  others 
of  a  larger,  stronger  make,  have  quick-firing  macliine  gmis. 
capable  of  firing  a  very  large  number  of  shots  per  minute. 
The  acropl.-mcs  which  carry  Injuibs  are  of  immense  .size  and 
when  a  tleet  of  .sixty  of  them  w.as  recently  use<l  to  lx>nibard 
the  enemy's  ammunition  slie<ls  it  is  said  it  exactly  rescmbleil 
huge  convoys  of  big  black  birds  flying  liigli  at  a  great  rate. 


Canada. 

Ovir  iioo  applications  forCoinrade  Correspondents  have 
l>een  received  from  Canada  during  the  last  two  months. 
Many  of  bothl)oys  and  girls  ask  for  ctmrades  in  Australia, 
thus  showing  that  there  is  a  movement  for  closer  intimacy 
between  the  diftcrent  Overseas  Dominions. 

.\  very  successful  gathering   took   place   last   June  in 

Toronto  on  the  occasion  of  the   annual  meeting  of  the 

Canadian    Branch,  of   which  Mrs.  H.  S.  Strathy  is   hon. 

secretary.     Among  the  interesting  gifts  despatched  to   the   Home 

Coimtrj-  were  the  "  News  from  Home  Budgets  "  compiled  by  the 

pupils  of  the  Canadian  Public  Schools     (See  following  page.) 


South  Australia. 

Tliis  Branch  (Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  Rees  George)  is  working  ener- 
getically for  the  War.  Members  have  undertaken  to  stock  the  Red 
Cross  stall  at  the  Government  House  Fete,  Adelaide,  to  be  held  this 
month.  A  business-like  leaflet,  giving  a  list  of  suitable  articles  has 
l>een  distributed,  and  it  is  Imped  that  large  consignments  of  comforts 
may  1>e  sent  to  the  fighting  line,  to  the  fleet  and  to  the  hospitals. 


Sydney,  New  South  Wales. 

This  liranch  of  the  lA.-ague  lately  opened  a  fund  for  the  purchase  of 
comforts  for  the  Australian  soldiers  m  hospital  and  at  the  front,  and 
has  sent  to  headquarters  tlie  sum  of  £20  for  this  purpose,  entirely 
raised  by  Imivs  and  girls  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country.  This 
is  a  large  sum  for  the  young  people  to  have  collected  all  by  them- 
selves. Jlost  heartily  do  we  thanic  Mr.  Gilligan,  the  hon.  secretary, 
and  the  miniliers  "f  the  Sydney  Branch. 

Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  of  Gosd  Hop:. 

Empire  D.iy  was  celebr.ited  in  Port  Elizabeth  in  impressive 
fashion,  although  owing  to  the  war  it  lacked  several  of  its  usual 
features.  Over  a  thousand  children  as,sembled  in  the  Market 
Square  where  the  statue  of  Queen  Victoria  was  decorated  with 
flowers,  and  among  the  many  beautiful  wreaths,  one  in  memory  of 
bord  Roberts,  was  particularly  noticeable.  Miss  FitzSimons.  the 
hon.  secretary,  writes  :  "  We  have  now  decided  to  do  patriotic  work 
throughout  the  year,  not  confining  ourselves  to  Empire  Pay.  as 
formerly.     Our  committee  is  being  increased  for  this  purpose." 


Trinidad. 

Irinidad  is  doing  its  "  bit  "  for  the  Empire  in  practical  f.-ushion. 
IS"  islanders  thoroughly  trained  and  equipped,  sailed  for  Europe  in 
September  la.st,  and  monthl>  contingents  follow.  In  addition  to  the 
official  contingent,  a  Merchant  contingent  of  120  men.  financed  In- 
private  suli.scription,  has  al.sn  recently  emliarked  for  active  service. 

Mr.  Randolph  Rust.  hon.  secretary  of  the  Trinidad  Branch,  has 
done  much  in  orgauisuig  this  work,  and  writes  that  the  Colony  has 
sent  £40,000  worth  of  cocoa,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Patriotic 
Fund  reaches  over  /;io,ooo.  the  Port  of  Spain  "  Gazette  "  has  raised 
/.'.fXK)  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  .soldiers  .and  sailors,  the 

Mirror  "  a  large  .sum  for  the  Belgians,  while  the  women  of  the 
island  have  collected  over  /('s.ooo  for  the  Red  Cro-ss  Society.  I,,arge 
quantities  of  clothing,  tobaii  o,  chocolate  have  also  been  forwarded 
to  Europe,  and  these  have  lieen  conveyed  free  by  the  R.M.S.C. 


October,  1915. 


The  All-Red  Mail. 


Barbados. 

This  flourishing  Branch  is  largely  devoting  its  energies  just  now  to 
war  work.  Empire  Day  and  the  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Branch 
were  celebrated  by  a  patriotic  concert  in  Queen's  Park.  It  was  a 
great  success,  and  as  a  result  the  sum  of  /,'io  was  sent  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales'  Fund,  the  same  amount  having  been  previously  despatched 
last  September.  A  contingent  from  the  island  has  joined  the  British 
armies.  Some  of  the  young  fellows  have  already  given  their  lives 
in  the  service  of  the  Motherland. 

Miss  James,  head  mistress  of  Queen's  College,  Barbados,  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Branch,  is  now  in  ICngland,  and  speaks  warmly 
of  the  girls'  interest  also.  They  have  given  up  their  prize  money, 
/^lo  (added  Miss  James),  and  collected  over  ^'50  for  the  various  funds. 
'They  are  also  having  monthly  subscriptions  in  the  College. 


COMRADES    ALL 


It  is  a  delightful  idea  to  have  a  comrade  in  some  other  part 
of  the  Empire  wlio  will  write  and  tell  you  about  his  home  and 
what  he  is  doing  :  who  will  send  you  pictures  of  the  coimtry 
where  he  lives,  and  perhaps,  if  you  are  a  good  correspondent, 
specimens  of  flowers  and  creatures,  tlie  like  of  which  you  have 
never  ]:)efore  seen.  For  nearly  15  years  the  League  has  been 
putting  yomig  people  all  over  the  Kmpire  into  correspondence 
with  one  another,  and  so  greatly  is  the  scheme  appreciated  that 
to-day  this  Branch  nmnbers  over  33,000  members. 

The  war  has  shown  what  it  means  for  us  all  to  stand 
together  as  one  imited  Empire,  and  that  British  patriotism 
covers  not  only  love  for  our  own  particular  comitry,  but  for  the 
whole  Empire.  If  we  can  not  ourselves  travel  and  meet  our 
Overseas  cousins  in  their  own  lands  we  can  at  any  rate  learn 
much,  and  get  great  pleasure  by  corresponchng  with  them. 

So  if  any  of  our  readers  would  like  to  join  tliis  band  of 
Correspondence  Comrades  let  them  write  to  Mi  .■:  Hunt,  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Branch,  and  tell  her  what  kind  of  a  friend 
they  would  'ike  and  they  will  soon  be  suited  with  one. 

Letters  from  ai,i,  the  Wori^d  Over. 

From  tJie  remotest  parts  of  the  Empire,  from  tiny  farms  in 
the  "  Bush  "  and  on  the  \'eldt,  from  the  great  prairies,  from 
villages  unmarked  on  any  map,  and  from  great  Cities  the  post- 
man brings  the  Comrades'  letters.  They  are  full  of  interest, 
and  tell  us  of  what  has  never  yet  been  put  into  liistory  or  tale. 
One  writer  in  the  West  Indies  particularly  asks  for  a  "  Com- 
rade "  because  she  is  hving  in  a  tiny  distant  isle  and  feels  cut  off 
from  the  hfe  of  the  vast  Empire  to  which  she  belongs.  A 
school  girl  in  Austraha  telling  of  her  pleasure  in  getring  a 
Canadian  Comrade  even  breaks  into  rhyme,  and  says  : — 
"  Of  all  the  joy  and  bliss 
I  ne'er  had  friend  like  this. 

Hurrah,  I  am  at  last  a  Leaguer.'  " 
whilst  an  Ivnglish  girl  expresses  her  delight  in  meeting  in 
London  a  Comrade  from  New  Zealand  wdth  whom  she  has  been 
in  correspondence  for  several  years.  "  We  felt  hke  old  friends, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  beheve  that  we  had  really  never  seen  each 
other  before." 


COMPETITIONS. 


We  hope  that  a  large  number  of  our  readers  will  enter  for  one  or 
other  of  the  competitions,  which  will  always  be  announced  three 
months  ahead  for  the  benefit  of  Overseas  contributors.  Each  month 
some  competition  wiU  be  given,  the  result  of  which  will  be  of  use  to 
our  soldiers  and  sailors.  Prizes  and  certificates  will  be  awarded  for 
the  best  work  sent  in. 

1.  News  from  Home  Budgets. 

Both  boys  and  girls  can  make  a  scrap  book,  a  "  News  from  Home 
Budget  "  for  the  wounded  soldiers.  The  books  should  be  about 
1 2  in.  long  by  10  in.  wide,  the  pages,  including  the  cover,  may  be  made 
of  brown  or  other  strong  paper  (no  stiil  boards  are  permitted).  The 
Budgets  should  consist  of  at  least   12  pages — only  printed  matter 


may  bejincluded.  The  Budget  should  contain  interesting  bits  ot 
home  news,  descriptions  qf  sports,  bright  sayings,  short  stories, 
verses  and  pictures,  all  cut  out  from  newspapers  and  magazines  ; 
photographs,  drawings  and  picture  postcards  may  also  be  used. 
These  Budgets  will  be  sent  to  Hospitals  abroad  where  men  come  in 
straight  from  the  trenches  and  want  something  at  once  to  remind 
them  of  home.  All  Budgets  should  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  Ord 
Marshall,  League  of  the  Empire,  28,  Buckingham  Gate,  London, 
who  will  despatch  them  to  their  destination.  A  paper  should  be 
enclosed  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  donor. 


The  Ho 


Budg 


eked   (s 


A  "  Little  Gay  Bag,"  made  ot  chintz  or  other  strong  material 
(size  10  in.  by  y  in.),  with  a  draw  string  for  soldiers  in 
hospitals.  If  desired,  the  bags  may  be  stocked  with  any  of 
the  following  articles  :  Knife,  pipe,  a  few  cigarettes,  safety 
pins,  housewife,  pencil,  small  note  book,  toothbrush,  handker- 
chief, piece  of  soap. 


Canadians  at    the    Front    enjoying   their   Budget    (see   page  6). 

3.  A    Stationery    pad,    suitable   for    a   soldier   in   hospital,    made 

entirely  by  the  contributor. 

4.  A  small  book  of   Photographs  illustrating  "  My   District  "  or 

"  My  Home." 

5.  "  Told  in  Gallant  Deeds."     Under  this  heading  will  be  printed 

the   best   short  story   of   the   war   sent  in  by   a   contributor 
(length  not  to  exceed  300  words) . 

6.  Original  Puzzles. 

All  competitors  must  be  under  20  years  of  age.  The  name, 
address  and  age  must  be  given  on  all  work  sent  in  for  competition. 
In  adjudging  prizes  age  will  be  taken  into  consideration.  Prizes 
will  be  awarded  three  times  yearly,  at  Christmas,  Easter  and  Mid- 
summer. 

A  coupon  or  id.  stamp  must  accompany  work  sent  in  for  com- 
petition ;  otherwise  no  coupon  is  required,  nor  is  there  any  age  limit. 

All  contributions  must  be  addressed  to  the  League  of  the  Empire, 
28,  Buckingham  Gate,  Loudon,  S.W. 


The  All-Red  Mail. 


THE  ARMY  OF  LEAGUE-HELPERS. 

What  have  1  doiu-  li>r  you 

ICn>;laii<l,  my  Ijigland  ? 
What  is  thtTo  I  would  not  <1<>, 

Ivnglaiid.  niv  own  ? 

—W.  E.  Hrnlcv. 

Di-AR  Rkadkks  of  thk  FKnKKAL  Mac.azini:. 

It  is  with  real  pleasure  that  I  hrin^  to  you  through  these 
jiajiis  the  idea  that  has  occurred  to  many  minds,  the  organizint; 
of  your  efforts  on  behalf  of  those  fighting  and  suffering  for  us. 
It  is  to  the  younger  members  especially  that  these  columns  are 
addressed,  but  we  hope  that  the  older  members  will  encourajje 
and  support  the  yoimger  ones  in  th<ir  endeavours.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  young  people  and  children  pan  do  great  things  if 
they  put  their  minds  and  hearts  into  the  work.  My  own 
readers  of  "  Little  Folks  "  raised  ih.ooo  to  fomnl  a  Ward  in  the 
ijueen's  Hospital,  and  a  Convalescent  Home  at  Hexhill-on-Sea. 
■  The  Walsall  Oliserver  "  Army  of  Child  Helpers,  which  I 
organized  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  has  raised  nearly  £10,^ 
for  various  funds  assisting  the  sufferers  from  the  War. 

There  is  Work  ready  to  Hand. 

It  is  my  ambition  that  "  Tin  Army  of  League  Helf>cis  " 
shall  send  some  substantial  gift  to  help  our  cause,  hut  I  shall 
not  suggest  anything  definite  until  I  sec  the  response  that 
I  receive.  Meanwhile,  there  is  work  ready  to  hand — work 
on  a  small  scale  for  which  I  ask  your  immediate  help.        ,    1    . 

Our  men  are  in  need  of  iil!  knuls  0/  small  comtorts  and  aituisc- 
tneiits.  pipes,  costing  Od.  or  is.,  tooth  powder,  soap.  Ixioks 
games  (indoor  and  outdoor),  mouth-organs,  razors,  jiencils 
knives,  tobacco. 

The  great  thing  is  to  know  where  the  tiling  •'  

are  wante<l.  anil  to  supply  the  need  at  once 
The  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  League.  Mrs 
Ord  Marshall,  knows  this,  and  you  may  be 
sure  that  your  gifts  will  go  to  the  right  place. 
Now  I  waiit  recruits  for  the  Army  of  League 
Helpers.  You  need  not  promise  to  do  any- 
tiling  definite.  All  you  need  do  is  to  send 
lu  your  name  and  address  to  mc.  and  to  say 
you  are  anxious  to  join  this  Army  of  Helpers 
If  you  can  enclose  a  gift  of  money  to  buy 
these  comforts  so  much  the  better.  Every 
fjcnny  or  sixpence  is  welcome,  and  you  shall 
liear  exactly  how  it  is  spent. 

"  Can  you  give  me  a  Cigarette  y " 

The  following  letter  is  from  the  Matron 
of  a  Hospital  in  France  : — 

"  Oiue  ini>re  1  am  trespassing  on  your  kind 
ncss.  I  am  sadly  in  need  of  pi|K»s.  tobacco  ami 
matches  for  the  patients  in  this  Hospital  Our 
supply  has  fallen  oil  saiUy  for  the  last  six  week.s 
and  we  are  again  receiving  many  woundetl 
whose  first  request  after  being  eomfortaWy 
settled  is 'Can  you  give  me  a  cigarette'.'  The 
turnover  of  woimdeil  and  sick  averages  from 
j)Oo  to  700  weekly,  and  it  is  at  present  iiupo.-. 
sible  to  supply  the  re(|uest  for  a  smoke  to  those 
who,  I^thmk  you  will  agree,  so  richly  deserve 
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•  The  Littl?  Gay  Bag." 
for  which  the  writer  ni  the  following  letter  send.s  thanks,  is  an 
invention  of  the  Le.igiic^of  the  I"mi)ire.  Vou  will  .se^,j|^askcd 
for  uniler  the  coniiK-titions,  so  jilease  send  in  sci  res  andiacores. 
Nothing  seeULS  to  give  greater  pleasure  than  their  little  "sur- 
prise i>acket  "  to  the  -.ii'Iering  and  the  weary  who  are  brouglit 
into  tile  wards  little  expecting  to  finil  a  present  awaiting  them. 
"  I  rrieived  the  lovely  little  bag  .sent  by  your  lA-ague.  and  I  cannot 
say  how  thankful  I  am  for  tame.  It  contained  a  towel,  handkerchief, 
pair  of  socks,  chocolate,  shaving  paper,  boot-laces,  cigarettes,  all 
very  liaiuly  articles,  every  one  of  them.  I  was  like  a  little  child 
with  a  Christmas  tj)y,  and  so  were  most  of  the  others.  I  am  sure  you 
would  like  to  have  seen  tliem  opening  their  parcels,  all  so  anxious 
to  see  what  was  inside.  It  is  very  good  of  you  to  think  of  us  like 
that,  and  show.s  that  thosi-  wc  are  fighting  for  are  thinking  of  us." 

The  Only  One. 

I  was  talking  to  a  w.iunded  Australian  the  other  day.  He 
was  a  most  amusing  .im.'  interesting  man.  I  liaiipened  in  the 
course  of  conversation  -.o  say  that  Australia  mast  be  a  fine 
country.  "  THIv  ON  LV  1  'NF^ !  "  he  replied,  with  a  quaint  expres- 
sion on  his  face  of  supreme  pride.  That  is  how  most  of  us  feel 
about  the  Homeland.  We  must,  therefore,  do  our  small  share 
to  I  om])e::sate  those  who  have  made  so  great  a  sacrifice  in 
leaving  home  and  coimtry  to  fight  for  us. 

The  children  of  Australia  have  already  sent  £20,  a  splendid 
sum.  The  children  of  my  Army  of  Child  Helpers  in  Stafford- 
shire are  collecting  for  cigarettes  and  tobacco.  So  please  join 
in.  all  of  you.  and  send  your  names  and  any  gift  of  money  you 
can  sjiare  to  me.  Vou  will  find  all  letters  and  gifts  acknow- 
ledged in  this  colmim  month  by  month. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Bki.i.A  Sidxky  Wooui;.  Organi.ser 

(Mrs.  K.  H.  Lock). 
.\11  letters  .should  be  addressed  to 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Lock. 

League  of  the  Empire  Office. 
2S.  Huckingham  (iate,  S.W. 


COUPON^. 
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